Media and Information Literacy Video Series - Lesson Plan (3)

Topic: Making Good Use of Social Media
Target: Upper Primary to Junior Secondary
Learning Objectives: After this lesson, students are able to:
1. recognise the advantages and challenges of using social media 
2. reflect on the experience of using social media 
3. enhance media and information literacy and use social 
media responsibly

Time: 35 minutes
Resources:  
· Video (3): Making Good Use of Social Media, Worksheet, Worksheet (Teacher version) 
· Teaching Procedures 
· Student Notes 
· Teacher Reference Materials
___________________________________________________________________ 
Teaching Procedures
1. Pre-Class Preparation

1. Watch “MIL Video (3): Making Good Use of Social Media”.
1. Complete the pre-class exercise “Thinking About Social Media” (See Student Notes). 
Suggested answers: Agree – 2, 3, 4, 7, 9, 11. Disagree – 1, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12.
(These statements aim to inspire students to think about the impact of social media on individuals and society.)


1. Classroom Teaching

1. Review Pre-Class Exercise (5 minutes)
The teacher asks students to share the results of their pre-class exercise and answer multiple choice questions 1-5 on the video (3) worksheet immediately. (Answers can be found in the teacher's version of the worksheet)

2. Understanding the Positive and Negative Impacts of Social Media (10 minutes)
a. Group Discussion and Sharing:
   The class is divided into two groups. One discusses and shares their positive experiences with social media, while the other discusses and shares their negative experiences.
b. The teacher summarises the positive and negative impacts of social media and their impacts on individuals and society. (See Teacher Reference Material 1)

3. Cultivating “Media and Information Literacy” for Making Good Use of Social Media (3 minutes)
The teacher guides students in developing “Media and Information Literacy” to make good use of social media and introduces offline exercise. (See Teacher Reference Material 2)

4. Case Studies Group Discussion on Social Media (15 minutes)
The teacher assigns groups to discuss different social media case studies and share their discussion outcomes. The teacher then summarises the key learning points from the various cases and reminds students of the appropriate attitudes and behaviours when using social media. (See Teacher Reference Material 3)
   
a. Case (1): Blindly Following Internet Influencers
Situation: A female student is a supporter of an influencer she trusts and admires. She spent a lot of money on the weight loss products recommended by the influencer and followed her dietary advice, resulting in not only failing to lose weight but also developing serious health issues.
Students discuss whether they should fully accept the information provided by influencers and explore the marketing strategies used by Internet influencers on social media.

b. Case (2): Online Scams
Situation: Someone on a social media platform was selling concert tickets. A student purchased tickets for their family, resulting in receiving fake tickets and losing a significant amount of money.
Students discuss how to avoid online scams and false advertisements on social media.

c. Case (3): Protecting Privacy and Maintaining Online Security
Situation: A student's brother was surfing the Internet in a café and his instant messaging account was hacked, and the hacker sent messages to his friends and relatives asking for urgent financial assistance. Some friends and relatives fell into the trap and lost money, causing panic for the student’s family. 
Students discuss how to protect their privacy on social media to prevent account hacking, how to avoid falling into traps, and how to maintain their own and their friends and family's online security.

III. Summary and Learning Consolidation (2 minutes)
1. The teacher combines values education to help students build self-confidence, understand netiquette, and master how to use social media ethically, encouraging them to share useful and accurate information with peers and use social media to express creativity.
2. Homework: Complete the discussion questions on the video (3) worksheet and reflect on personal habits of using social media platforms.



Student Notes
Pre-Class Exercise: "Thinking About Social Media"
Answer the following questions by adding a ✓ next to the sentences you agree with.
1. ____ The more “Likes” a piece of social media information gets, the more trustworthy it is.
2. ____ On social media, people choose information based on their own values.
3. ____ Cyberbullying is very common on social media.
4. ____ Social media algorithms influence what content users will view.
5. ____ The vast majority of social media users understand online security measures.
6. ____ Internet public trials can achieve justice.
7. ____ Not many people can effectively manage the time they spend on social media.
8. ____ Technology companies have done their best to protect the privacy of social media users.
9. ____ People leave many digital footprints on social media.
10. ____ Products and things recommended by influencers with many followers are definitely trustworthy.
11. ____ Social media allows everyone to see a colourful world.
12. ____ Artificial intelligence will not increase false information on social media.



Teacher Reference Materials
1.  Positive and Negative Impacts of Social Media
a. 	Positive Impacts:
Staying connected with family closely, interacting with relatives, making new friends, connecting with the society, obtaining real-time information, learning about the world, understanding social trends and new cultures, learning new things, sharing constructive content and ideas with others, building personal image, and enjoying entertainment
b. 	Negative Impacts:
Social media addiction, fear of missing out, lack of sleep leading to distraction and anxiety, blind comparison behaviour, desire for “Likes”, echo chamber effect, cyberbullying and Internet public trials, privacy invasion, false information, influencer misguidance, algorithmic bias, online fraud, and mental health issues
c. 	Pointes to Note on Using Social Media:
“Navigating” social media requires awareness of dealing with invisible audiences, understanding the impact of algorithms, and developing strategies to manage ongoing data collection by technology companies. Be wary of suspicious users attempting to mislead the public, and understand attention management and various risks on social media
d. 	Elements that Make Social Media Powerful:
· Persistence (not easy to delete content)
· Visibility (easily seen)
· Spreadability (cross-regional)
· Searchability (with search functions)
· Immediacy (more convenient by using social media on smartphones)
· AI algorithms (algorithms pushing posts that users are interested in)

2.  Cultivating Media and Information Literacy for Good Use of Social Media
To be a media and information literate social media user:
(Make reference to the short article on Lesson Plan (1) “What is Media and Information Literacy in the Age of AI?”)

a. Individuals with media and information literacy possess the ability to appropriately search for information, evaluate media messages and information, and know how to use and create information.

b. Points to note for retrieving and searching information: screen time and the nature of social media accounts, habits of using social media sites, what content is searched, privacy settings, and not accessing others' personal information without permission.

c. Points to note for evaluating and understanding information: conduct fact-checking, avoid confirmation bias and trusting only one's subjective prejudices, avoid blindly following influencers, be cautious of scams and false advertisements, avoid comparing own posts with others’, and be aware of algorithmic recommendations.

d. Points to note for using and creating information: avoid constantly seeking others' “Likes” and replies, think twice before posting online, understand the motivations and consequences of information use, use information ethically, reject bullying, communicate confidently, and share real knowledge and reliable information.

e. Points to note for feeling fatigued from using social media: Consider a digital detox or offline practices, including occasionally stepping away from social media, leaving unnecessary groups, deleting excess social media apps, and reducing unfriendly social media friends. The goal of offline practices is not to isolate from social media but rather that we should connect with people and things that are truly important.

3. Group Discussion on Social Media Case Studies

a. Case (1) Summary: We should avoid blindly following influencers, as their words, actions and activities are driven by a business logic. Social media is a channel where false information is widely circulated, requiring careful discernment. Especially for health-related information, it should be examined scientifically for source and reliability.

b. Case (2) Summary: We should be cautious against fraud, avoid contact and transactions with strangers on social media, and not easily agree to meet people from the Internet.

c. Case (3) Summary: We should be aware of our digital footprints and privacy settings on social media.
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